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Use a copy of the table for each reading assignment.  When there are several chapters assigned on the same day, you may either combine your responses or write several shorter responses.  Your response should be 1-2 pages long, and you should use full sentences and paragraphs as appropriate.  Here are more specific details about each part:
· Give the Date you did the reading, what you Read (book/chapter(s)), and how much Time it took you to read, reflect, and write the response.
· Summarize the reading:  What did it say?  Focus on the main points. Include quotations and/or page numbers to help you/me find things in the reading.  
· Respond to the reading:  What do you think about what the author wrote? Do you agree or disagree with his/her perspective/argument?  Does it change the way you think about anything or provoke a desire to live differently?
· Question the reading:  What do you not understand and/or what questions come to mind as you read and reflect?
· Evaluate your participation: After class, update your response with a rating of the quality and quantity of your participation during class on a 5 point scale.  For quality, 1 = no significant contributions, 3 = one or two helpful/insightful comments/questions, and 5 = several insightful/helpful comments and/or questions.  For quantity, 1 = none or too much, 3 = reasonable amount, 5 = a perfect amount. Provide a one or two sentence Justification for your self-evaluation.  Finally, which one or two of your Peers were model contributors? 


	Date
	9/3/10
	Reading
	Hope College Vision and Mission Statements
	Time
	1.5 hours

	Summary
	This paper tells students all about the different guidelines Hope follows in order to ensure students get the most out of their education. It explains the vision and mission of Hope, which is basically to be the best school they can be. It is also to help prepare students for the future, through academic and co-curricular programs. The values of Hope vary from helping a student to grow spiritually and through academics. It also contains virtues that mark conversation at Hope, which include “humility to listen, hospitality to welcome, patience to understand, courage to challenge, and honesty to speak the truth in love.” The college also seeks to integrate Christianity with the student’s education.

	Response
	I think it’s really cool how Hope is driven by a Christian base, where every class is able to talk about God freely. I also like all the values of the college, and agree completely with the statement listed on the front page. This piece of paper was very valuable in understanding Hope College on a deeper level.

	Questions
	I personally am curious about who came up with these values, because I feel like they are completely true and relevant to what students should get out of a college. Other than that, I don’t really have any questions, because the paper was pretty clear about everything.  How would non-Christians feel about living in an environment like this? Does this environment help or hurt people’s faith?




	Date
	9/3/10
	Reading
	What Kind of Community is Hope College
	Time
	See above

	Summary
	This paper discusses the different virtues of public discourse, which are basically five different ideas to help guide a discussion. The discussions can be in class, conversation, or in public events. The first virtue is humility, which translates into knowing that everyone has limits on their own knowledge and that other people can have insights that an individual never would have thought of before. Hospitality creates a safe environment, where people can feel comfortable expressing different or new ideas. Patience is being able to listen and stay focused in a conversation. Courage is being able to take risks in speaking about different ideas and to listen to new ideas without immediately discarding them. Lastly, honesty is important about speaking the truth and not misleading others.

	Response
	I think these are all very valuable ideas, especially for those who are not comfortable speaking in large groups, like me. Each of these characteristics is important in a discussion, and most people never think about them. It makes me value the importance of the kind of community Hope College has, and shows how important these virtues are to having a good discussion.

	Questions
	Once again, I don’t have many questions since the paper was straight forward and easy to understand. I am most confused about the humility topic. What does it mean in more depth? How is it very different from patience or hospitality? What do they exactly mean by honesty? Is it as simple as just telling the truth? Or is there a separate meaning hidden behind it?
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